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About the cover:

This year’s cover is a tribute to the evolution of Union County’s community. The diversity within the community from agriculture
and quaint farmers markets, historic downtown, planned residential communities and parks, and the 21° century manufactur-

ing. Agriculture was the economic engine of the County from its formation until the 1980’s, when commercial and residential
home expansion impeded the west side of the County. As of the latest information available, 2012, Union County’s agri-business
ranked 3" in the state, generating over $464 million for the local economy, a 6.4% increase over the prior year. To this day, 44% of
the County is designated farm land, home to over 1,100 working farms.

The County has continued to evolve and become widely diverse, with the western region of the County commercialized and home
to numerous residential housing communities. Monroe offers a historic downtown with the greatest diversity of commercial offer-
ings, and is the geographic center of the County. The east side continues to offer the only University within the County, and is oth-
erwise rural with the majority of farms.

Photos assembled and exhibited by Christopher Alexander, Union County Administrative Services/ Finance Division.

Thank you to Greiner Bio-One North America, Inc. for a picture of VACUETTE® tubes, manufactured in their Monroe, NC facility.
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http://www.ncesc1.com/PMI/rates/ratesmain.asp#county
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